
      A Sermon  for Second Sunday in Lent 2021  “Covenant” 

During Lent, our Sunday lectionary keeps reminding us of one of God’s great words and 

great gifts: ‘Covenant’.  We find Noah, Abraham, Moses and later Jeremiah and the Psalms 

exploring what covenant means for them and their day.  Let’s join them and see if spelling 

out the word might help us explore its riches for our own day! 

C – Commitment 

Covenant begins with God: it is God who takes the initiative.  Noah is told, ‘I am 

establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living 

creature that is with you’ (Gen. 9:9-10).  Out of love, God graciously commits Godself to 

the whole of creation – including creatures like us.  God freely chooses to nourish, to 

sustain, to support and to bless.  Amazing! 

O – Obligations 

For this relationship to work, we need to respond.  We express our gratitude in practical 

ways, choosing to listen and to live God’s way.  The ten commandments distil some of 

what this involves (Exodus 20): here is our response to God’s gracious commitment.  God 

also chooses to embrace certain duties: God will not turn away, but will protect and care, 

showing love and forgiveness as the relationship develops over time and has its ups and 

downs.   

V – Vows 

Both parties make promises, public declarations of loyalty to each other.  These vows are 

sometimes expressed in beautiful words that might remind us of marriage: ‘I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people’ (Jeremiah 31:31).  But this is not a joining of two equal 

parties: God is infinitely greater, stronger and holier than human beings.  Yet both express 

loving commitment for the other, openly and publically. 

E – Exclusive 

As in a marriage, the two promise to be faithful and loyal to each other.  God’s people 

must resist the temptation to become enthralled with other things God has made and 

given them, turning them into idols and loving them instead of God.  This proves to be a 

big challenge for successive generations and still is for us in our own day.  The Psalm set for 

last Sunday promises that ‘All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for 

those who keep his covenant and his decrees.’ (Psalm 25:10). 

N – Nations 

When making a covenant with Abraham and Sarah, God promises that nations will arise 

from their family (Genesis 17:6, 16).  Earlier, God also promised that their family would 

become a blessing to all the families of the earth (Genesis 12:3).  The Psalm set for this 

Sunday says ‘All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all the 

families of the nations shall worship before him.’ (Psalm 22:27).  Still today, God wants to 



bring blessing to us but also through us to others – so that all people may experience this 

wonderful grace and be invited to join the covenant relationship with God. 

A – Agreement 

Here is a relationship which both parties willingly choose and embrace.  In some ways it’s 

like a treaty, with similarities to ancient treaties between powerful kings and weaker 

peoples.  God, the great king, does not need our loyalty in order to be secure.  Nor is God 

obliged to care for us – it’s something God simply chooses to do, out of love.  And God 

does not force anyone to respond: we are invited to make our choice - to say a joyful ‘yes’ 

and join this agreement. 

N – Newness 

In the Bible we find God’s people keep going back on the agreement and breaking the 

covenant.  So God keeps trying again – making new covenants (or perhaps renewing the 

original covenant) with successive generations.  God promises to write the new covenant 

on people’s hearts so that ‘they shall all know me’ (Jeremiah 31:33-34).  God longs to 

forgive, to repair and renew this relationship with people – such amazing perseverance!  

T – Testament 

‘Testament’ is another word for ‘covenant’.  In Jesus Christ, God came among us to renew 

the covenant relationship in a different, unique way: by living alongside us, as one of us.  

So we talk about the New Testament.  Jesus’ life, death and resurrection express this 

renewed testament (covenant) which God offers to all that God has created.  That 

opportunity of a secure, loving, committed relationship with God is still offered, even to us 

today.  How shall we respond? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

As this week unfolds, you might like to think about the word ‘covenant’ and see how many 

of those headings you can remember.  Don’t fret if you can’t recall them all!  But you could 

choose a few and meditate on those; savour their rich truths and let them nourish you, 

prompting you to give thanks and praise.  Let’s remember that God is still reaching out 

today, to us and to those around us, with covenant grace; let’s offer to God our willing 

response. 
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